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Dear PSPE Chapter Members,
The lingering waft of burnt diesel fuel on a chilly morning always
triggers nostalgic memories of waiting for the school bus as a kid.
I have memories of standing at the end of the driveway with my
Knight Rider lunch box and brand-new Trapper Keeper with the
excitement I felt before a new school year and dreaming of what
the year will bring. As the Chapter President, it’s this kind of
excitement the new year of PSPE brings for me.
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We are planning some exciting things for your Chapter this year. However, we need selfless people who are
willing to volunteer their time to make the Chapter events a success. There are several vacancies in key
positions that desperately need to be filled (see page 5), such as MATHCOUNTS Coordinator, Financial
Secretary, and Sustaining Associates Chair. If you would like to get more involved in this organization and
want to volunteer for one of these positions, please let me or another board member know, and we can give
you more information.
Please try to attend the Chapter meetings and bring along a friend or coworker
and encourage them to join. Many people are unaware that our Chapter exists,
so I am asking each member to spread the word and encourage people to join.
Please print the dinner meeting flyer in this newsletter and post it in your offices
or email it to your coworkers.
Be sure to check out the calendar at the end of the newsletter for upcoming events.
Sincerely,
Ed Telega, PE
President 2019-2020
Pittsburgh Chapter – PSPE
ETelega@mbakerintl.com
The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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The Pittsburgh Chapter of the
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers
Invites all current and prospective members as well as guests to the

Thursday, October 24, 2019, Meeting
Presentation on the Eastvale Dam Failure
– Attendance qualifies as 1.0 PDH –
The Eastvale Dam on the Beaver River near Beaver Falls, PA, provides a constant pool of water to feed the raw
water intake for the Beaver Falls Municipal Authority’s Eastvale Water Plant. On April 16, 2017, a small vortex
was noticed in the pool immediately upstream of the dam. By the following day, the vortex had grown and
attempts to plug the suspected hole failed. This presentation describes the emergency response to stabilize the
dam, the investigation of the cause of the failure, and the design of a permanent repair.

At the Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania Building, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Menu will be a buffet with salmon, beef, or chicken; salad; and vegetables/starches.
All meals will be accompanied by Rolls, Butter, Coffee Service, Iced Tea, and Cookies and Brownies.

5:30 p.m. Cocktails (Cash Bar)

6:30 p.m.

Dinner Followed by the Presentation

ONLINE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT AVAILABLE AT

https://events.eventzilla.net/e/pspe-october-dinner-meeting-2138757198
OR you can make your reservation by completing the form below and mailing or faxing it to the Chapter office. Do
not email your credit card info; FAX it. Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this
completed form, or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check. See “Payment Options” below.
Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________
Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________
Reservations, including payment, must be received by Noon on Tuesday, October 22, 2019. Deadline Extended!
Cost per attendee is $44.00 for PSPE members and non-members and $30.00 for government employees
Payment Options:
Credit Card: ___ MASTERCARD ___ VISA ____ AMEX
Card Number: __________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code_________
Name (as it appears on credit card): _____________________________________________________________
Billing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

__ Check enclosed payable to “Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE” & mailed to: Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE
Phone: 412.261.4300

Fax 412.261.1606

337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Email: d.teorsky@eswp.com

Cancellations must be received three (3) days prior to the event.

State Director’s Report - September 21, 2019
Legislative Update
1. HB 1177 was passed, which makes reciprocity more streamlined and easier. It also permits the
registration board to issue provisional licenses while the applicant works toward meeting all
requirements.
2. The Board passed a motion to support HR 473 “Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day 10/10/2019.”
3. The Board passed a motion to support the “concept” of HB 1763 Registration Act Amendments.
4. The Board passed a motion to support “spending” for Governor Wolf’s proposed “Restore PA”
initiative.

NSPE
1. The new Strategic Plan was approved in July and is available on the NSPE website.
2. NSPE will now extend general liability insurance coverage to States and Chapters Directors and
Officers. This will save the States and Chapters some expenses related to seeking coverage
individually.

PSPE
1. The Chapter Dues Distribution Task Force met and discussed Chapter dues distribution and options
for increasing its per-member dues levels.
2. The Board approved the 2019-2020 state budget.
3. The Pennsylvania State University Harrisburg expressed interest in a PSPE Student Chapter. The
next step is to arrange a meeting with PSPE staff.
4. The 2020 PECON will be held jointly with the NSPE Conference August 12-16, 2020, in Philadelphia.
5. The next PSPE Board of Directors’ Meeting will be January 25, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. in Camp Hill.

CLC News and Update - June 2, 2019
The CLC met at the MBA Headquarters, 631 Iron City Drive, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Chairperson Dan Laird called
the meeting to order and roll call was taken.
Discussion:
1. Transportation Action Plan (TAP) – The TAP Committee is looking for opportunities to meet with public
officials and organizations to continue to discuss the importance of the regional approach to transportation
planning and the importance of the projects highlighted in the TAP.
2. The annual legislative reception was held Thursday, May 2, 2019, from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Monterey Bay.
The event made a small profit and received $700 in sponsorship monies. Paul Messino provided a brief
recap of the event, which included 33 attendees, 5 legislators, 2 staffers, 1 public agency official, and 25 CLC
members. The new format and venue were very well received. As always, Committee will look at new ways
to boost attendance next year and will ensure the event is scheduled and invitations are sent as early as
The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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possible to maximize attendance. Dave Mayernik suggested hosting the event in conjunction with a
baseball game or other event, which would help draw people to the city in the evening.
3. The Chairperson appointed a nominating committee consisting of himself, Brian Krul, David DiGioia, and
Maggie Talarico. The committee recommends the following slate of proposed officers for the 2019-2020
season: Chair-Brian Krul, PSPE; Vice Chair-Eric Booth, AIA; Treasurer-David DiGioia, ASCE; Secretary-Maggie
Talarico, ASHE. Final nominations were also accepted from the floor. Hearing no other nominations, this
recommended slate of proposed officers was approved by vote on a motion made by Dave Daqulente and
second from Marc Mondor.
CLC Report on Harrisburg Issues (9/20/2019):
1. 2019-20 State Budget $33.9 Billion, a 1.8% Increase
• Does not include new taxes or fees on business and individual taxpayers.
• Does not include another tax on the state’s natural gas industry.
• Added $310 million to rainy-day fund.
• State police will see an increase of funding by $97 million and an additional $9.7 million for three
new classes of cadets.
• Increase of $10 million to fund workforce development and job training initiatives.
• Inheritance tax for transfers of property from parents to children under the age of 21 is being
reduced from 4.5% to 0%.
2. House GOP Creates Task Force to Examine PA Infrastructure Issues (7/19/2019)
• Along with traditional transportation needs, the task force will take a closer look at how state funds
can better serve economic growth, security, and state police needs.
3. PA Turnpike Tolls Increase 6% on 1/5/2020
• Commission has delivered $6.6 billion in toll-backed funding to PennDOT in the last 12 years.
4. Turnpike to Go Cashless at Ohio Border, Route 66 Bypass, in October
• E-ZPass transponder, which is about 85%, or take a photo of the license plate from an overhead
gantry and send motorist bill in the mail.
• Turnpike’s goal is to have all cashless tolling by end of 2022.
5. V-Tolls are $10 Charges Incurred by E-ZPass Users When an E-ZPass Transponder Doesn’t Get Read – Over
350,000 Times Last Year
• Turnpike collected more than $35.3 million in V-tolls just from passenger vehicles during the fiscal
year that ended May 31.
6. $3 Billion to Repair Ailing Bridges Passes Senate Committee (7/30/2019)
• Establish a new $3.3 billion grant program to repair structurally deficient bridges.
• Grant program would include provisions to allow entities of any size to apply for funding and to
bundle smaller projects together to cut down on red tape.
7. New Laws Throughout Country (WSJ 7/2/2019)
• Illinois – the gas tax has doubled to 38 cents from 19 cents.
• Ohio – has the second-largest increase, rising 10.5 cents a gallon, and California’s tax jumps 5.6
cents a gallon. Connecticut, Maryland, and Michigan are among other states that also saw
increases.
8. $1 Billion in Extra Tax Collections Made Possible by Federal Tax Reform, Fiscal Responsibility
9. PA’s 499 School Districts Received $30.3 Billion in 2017-2018 to Educate More than 1.7 Million Students
• Average of $17,634 per student. Property taxes/local tax revenues account for only 57.6% or about
$16.6 billion of that amount.
10. Clean Slate Law (Act 56 of 2018) Goes into Effect
• Will help former, non-violent offenders obtain housing and employment.
• Nearly 1 in 3 Pennsylvania adults has some type of criminal record.
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Financial Secretary – Acting under the direction of the
Executive Secretary, the Financial Secretary ensures that
members are billed, a record of dues payment is maintained,
and delinquent members are suitably notified of their
suspensions. The Financial Secretary shall also serve on the
Finance Committee.

Sustaining Associates Committee Chair – Through the
financial support of our Chapter Sustaining Associates, the
Chapter can continue to provide many services to the
Pittsburgh engineering community as well as sponsor students
in science and engineering-related fields. The Sustaining
Associates Chair is tasked with invoicing and communicating
with the current Sustaining Associates, managing the
Sustaining Associates membership advantages, and developing
relationships that will bring in new Sustaining Associates.

MATHCOUNTS Coordinator – The Pittsburgh Chapter
MATHCOUNTS Coordinator is responsible for organizing our
Chapter competition in February of each year. Duties include
communicating with coaches of participating schools,
recruiting sponsors, organizing competition day details
(location, volunteers, lunch), ordering tests and trophies, and
coordinating with the State directors.

If you are interested in any of these openings, contact
Ed Telega at ETelega@mbakerintl.com or any other board member.

The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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President-Elect – Melissa M. Fontanese, PE
I currently work as a measurement engineer at EQT. Formerly employed in
geotechnical engineering, I have worked on several notable projects, including the
Flight 93 Memorial in Somerset County, new classroom/dormitory buildings at Robert
Morris University, and several natural gas gathering interconnects in southwestern
Pennsylvania. I am a member of several societies, including ASCE, ESWP, PSPE, and
Girl Scouts of the USA, and I am a founding member of the Pittsburgh Modern Quilt
Guild.

Vice President – Stephen G. Shanley, PE
I am the Director of the Allegheny County Department of Public Works, where I have
worked since 2001. The department I lead ensures the safety and quality of more
than 408 miles of roads and 533 bridges and culverts as well as the purchasing and
maintenance of over 700 vehicles and heavy equipment. I earned a bachelor’s
degree from The Pennsylvania State University and have more than 30 years of
engineering experience, which includes project development, bridge inspection, and
management of funding and design for bridge, lateral support, waterline, sewer, and
building projects. I also serve on the International Bridge Conference, Pennsylvania
Society of Professional Engineers, Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania, and
Allegheny County Parks Foundation.

Director, 2020-2022 – Charles Grabner, PE
Married since 2016 to my wife Kennan, we have two boys—Chuckie (20 months old)
and Calvin (6 months old). I spend most of my time with family and working on
updating our house that we have recently purchased. My hobbies include camping,
playing any sport, and enjoying time with our two dogs (Dallas and Urban). I hold a
bachelor’s degree in math from Washington & Jefferson College and a bachelor’s
degree in civil engineering from The Ohio State University. I started my career as an
intern with The Joseph B. Fay Company in 2009, and I’m currently a Senior Project
Manager on the PennDOT I-579 Cap Project. I have traveled for most of my career
building highway and railroad structures or demolishing them in Indiana,
Massachusetts, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, and
Washington DC.
The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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Formerly known as the Apprenticeship
Program, our Engineering Careers Connection
program began with an Orientation Meeting
on September 11 at 9:00 a.m. at the
Allegheny Intermediate Unit (AIU) Building at
475 E Waterfront Drive in Homestead.
Serving all Allegheny County schools, this
year the AIU assembled a group of 35
sophomores, juniors, and seniors for our
Engineering Careers Connection Program.
These students are assembled into five
regional groups based on their high school’s
location. Chapter volunteers David Briskey
and Kirk Thompson welcomed the students
and described their personal engineering
experiences. For the next five months
following orientation, the five groups visit
various local companies who interact with
students and talk about their product,
services, and engineering profession.
The first tour was held September 25 at
Pittsburgh International Airport. Joseph
Amuso, Civil Project Manager with the
Allegheny County Airport Authority, provided
a brief PowerPoint presentation on the
history of Pittsburgh’s airports, including the
1992 New Terminal project as well as the
Terminal Modernization Project planned for
completion in 2023. Following the
presentation, students toured the airport
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facilities, which included the TSA Main
Checkpoint; the Emergency Operations and
Command Center; and an escorted bus tour
of the Central Runway, an Airfield Electric
Vault, and the Energy Center.

Two students will be selected to provide a
written report to the Chapter on the activities
and facilities they observed and what
contributions engineers provide at the
airport.
The next planned host company visits include
Philips Healthcare located in the Oakland
section of Pittsburgh on October 7 and
Michael Baker International in Moon
Township on October 15.
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The 85th annual State Conference held by
Pennsylvania Society of Professional
Engineers (PSPE) opened with a greeting
from our host, Bethlehem Mayor Robert J. Donchez. Under the
shadow of the former blast furnaces that helped produce steel for
the Golden Gate Bridge, Mayor Donchez talked about the city’s
rebirth centered around the redevelopment of the 1,800-acre site
formerly utilized by Bethlehem Steel Works. He shared information
about the large number of employees who work within the footprint
along with the types of tenants: Wind Creek Casino, outlet stores, a
concert venue, and medical buildings. Attendees saw the fruits of
this redevelopment as they attended one of three conference tracts
earning them up to 12 PDH credits for their continuing education
requirements.
The first session in the Civil/Structure tract was a presentation by Hill
International’s Senior Project Manager, Dave Briskey, PE, on the
rehabilitation of the Andy Warhol Bridge in Pittsburgh. This bridge
has several unique features. It was the first of three “sister” bridges
built across the Allegheny River; it was the first self-anchored
suspension bridge built in America; and its unique location in the
Golden Triangle makes it visible in almost every image of Pittsburgh.
Dave showed photographic progress of five key activities: painting,
stiffening girder upgrades, structural steel repairs, concrete deck
replacement, and retrofit of the tie-down bearings. Dave shared
Lessons Learned as the project encountered unexpected conditions
related to steel repairs, tie-down load conditions, and navigational
clearances. All obstacles were overcome in time to open the bridge
for Light Up Night 2017, Pittsburgh’s annual start to the holiday
shopping season! A fun fact about the bridge is that it appears on
postcards in similar fashion to Warhol’s silkscreen artwork, and it just
appeared on wine labels. Several bottles were awarded to attendees
who could answer the technical questions at the end of the
presentation!
Other technical sessions covered Accelerated Bridge Construction on
the I-78 Bridge Underclearance Project, South Valley Parkway
Update, Document Management and Discovery, Variable Refrigerant
Flow, Replacement of Tram MG Sets with Variable-Speed Drives at
the Gateway Arch, Luzerne County Emergency Response to Tornado,
and Behind the Scenes Casino Tour (sorry, HVAC only – no gambling
tips!).

The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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Attendees also witnessed the Order of the Ring ceremony for five
new members. This ceremony fosters a spirit of pride and
responsibility in the engineering profession, and the ring is a visible
symbol identifying the engineer. The Order is similar to the Canadian
Order that was started in 1926 following two separate collapses of
the Quebec Bridge during construction in the 1910’s, killing 85
people. The ring is a reminder to place public welfare above all else.
Rick Guerra PE, NSPE Vice President, gave an impassioned update on
the Mission, Vision, and Goals of NSPE. Everything is centered
around the Values of Ethics & Accountability, Qualifications,
Professional Advancement, and Unity. The conference concluded
during the Friday evening banquet when the new PSPE Board was
sworn in. Two Pittsburgh members are on the Board. Jennifer
Nolan-Kremm began serving her fourth term as Vice President. The
new twist is that it is the first year of the new West Region, which
was formed by the merger of Northwest and Southwest Regions.
Dave Briskey, PE, began his third term as Secretary, and they both
saw full service on Saturday morning when the first state-wide Board
Meeting was held for the upcoming 2019-2020 term.

The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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REQUEST FOR SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES
Pay your 2019 Dues and
Become a Sustaining Associate Now
Becoming a Sustaining Associate in the Pittsburgh
Chapter of PSPE provides tools to accomplish
corporate objectives and more. Through the
financial support of our Chapter Sustaining
Associates, the Chapter can continue to provide
many services to the Pittsburgh engineering
community as well as sponsor excellent outreach
programs to the students in our area. It is
imperative in today’s world to get and keep
students interested in the science- and

engineering-related fields in middle and high
schools. Our outreach programs include the
Engineering Apprenticeship Program, the
MATHCOUNTS Program, and participation in
several activities at the Carnegie Science Center
during National Engineers’ week.
The Pittsburgh Chapter is proud to offer the
following advantages and benefits of becoming a
Sustaining Associate in the Pittsburgh Chapter.

SUSTAINING ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES
✓ Member firms may provide an article for the
newsletter highlighting their firm’s projects,
individual accomplishments, services,
products, or technical capabilities. The
newsletter circulation reaches 300+
engineers, managers, and company officials
and is published on the Chapter website.
✓ Member firms may advertise positions
available within their firm in the newsletter
and on the website free-of-charge.
✓ Member firms may be listed on the
Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE’s Internet
Website, free-of-charge. A link to the
company’s website can be included.
✓ Member firms that employ personnel
preparing for the Principles and Practice of

Engineering (PE) and Fundamentals of
Engineering (FE) Examinations are entitled
to a 20% discount on the Chapter’s review
courses for the exams.
✓ Representative(s) of member firms are
permitted to attend regular Chapter
Business Meetings and are invited to the
Chapter Meetings. Our Chapter presently
offers a minimum of four (4) meetings with
one (1) qualified PDH for continuing
education requirements to maintain a
Pennsylvania PE license.
✓ Member firms are recognized as Sustaining
Associates in our PSPE Newsletters and at
the Annual Engineers’ Week Banquet held
each February.

The following are the current Sustaining Associates:
D&D Engineering, Inc.
HDR Engineering, Inc.
Michael Baker International, Inc.
SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Stantec Architecture and Engineering LLC
To become a Sustaining Associate, please complete and return the “Application for Sustaining Associate
Membership” on the next page.

TO PAY YOUR 2019 DUES, please mail a check for $350 payable to “PSPE
Pittsburgh Chapter” to PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15222.

The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers
Pittsburgh Chapter
http://www.PittsburghPE.Org
Email: PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
Application for Sustaining Associate Membership in
The Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers - Pittsburgh Chapter
Firm Name
Address
City
Phone Number

(

State
)

Fax Number (
Contact Person #1

Zip
)
Contact Person #2

Name
Phone #
Position or Title
Email Address
Firm Website
Firm Description

Signature

Date

THANK YOU!
Please enclose check for $350, payable to “PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter.”
Please print, complete, and return form and check to:
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers, Pittsburgh Chapter
337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Questions: Call 412.261.4300 or email us at PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
The Pittsburgh Professional Engineer
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Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org

2019-2020 CALENDAR
PSPE MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS
Date
10/24/2019

Time

Description

Location

Dinner will be followed by Presentation
on Eastvale Dam Failure
Board Meeting

ESWP

11/21/2019

5:30 – Cocktails
6:30 - Dinner
5:00-6:00

1/16/2020

TBD

Dinner Meeting

ESWP

2/27/2020

5:00-6:00

Board Meeting

Michael Baker

3/19/2020

TBD

Dinner Meeting

ESWP

4/23/2020

TBD

Cefalo’s

5/21/2020

4:30-6:00

Joint Dinner Meeting with Beaver
Chapter PSPE
Board Meeting and Possible Installation
of Officers

Master Builders’ Association

Michael Baker

Michael Baker

CLC MEETINGS
10/18/2019

8:00 am

11/15/2019

8:00 am

Anita Kulik (State Representative 45th
District)
Pam Iovino (State Senator 37th District)

1/17/2020

8:00 am

TBD

Master Builders’ Association

2/21/2020

8:00 am

TBD

Master Builders’ Association

3/20/2020

8:00 am

TBD

Master Builders’ Association

4/17/2020

8:00 am

TBD

Master Builders’ Association

5/2020

8:00 am

CLC Bus Tour and Legislative Breakfast

Master Builders’ Association

6/19/2020

8:00 am

TBD

Master Builders’ Association

Master Builders’ Association

2019-2020 Chapter Officers
President – Ed Telega, PE
Treasurer – Justin Kramm, PE
President-Elect – Melissa M. Fontanese, PE
Financial Secretary – Vacant
Vice President – Stephen Shanley, PE
Immediate Past President – Keenan Sukits, PE
Executive Secretary – Brian Schull, PE
2018–2022 Chapter Directors
Angela Mayer, EIT – 2019-2021
Charles Grabner, PE – 2020-2022
Brian Krul, PE – 2018-2020
Chapter Committee Chairs
Refresher Course – Matthew Kusic, PE
Sustaining Associates – Vacant
Young Members – Jason Esser, PE
Website Coordinator – Melissa Fontanese
Newsletter – Brian Schull, PE
MATHCOUNTS Coordinator – Vacant
Apprenticeship – Dave Briskey, PE
State Officers
State Secretary – David Briskey, PE
State Director – Kirk Thompson, PE
Vice President-Southwest Region – Jennifer Nolan-Kremm, PE Immediate Past President – Joseph Boward, PE
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