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            October 2018 

President’s Message 

Dear PSPE and Chapter Members, 

September brings the start of a new school year and the start of 

planning for another MATHCOUNTS competition.  MATHCOUNTS is 

the nation’s preeminent middle school math enrichment and 

competition program.  The organization’s mission is to increase 

enthusiasm for and enhance achievement in middle school 

mathematics throughout the United States.  With the generous 

support of all MATHCOUNTS sponsors and volunteers and the 

leadership of NSPE at the local and state levels, MATHCOUNTS is 

providing today’s students with the foundation for success in 

science, technology, engineering or mathematics careers. 

We have some exciting things planned for our Chapter’s competition this year starting with a new venue.  To add 

another level of excitement to the competition, the winning team will earn the right to host the event the following 

year.  Marshall Middle School was our winning team in 2018 and will be hosting the competition on February 9, 2019.  

The students are already working hard for the chance to host in 2020! 

We have also changed the sponsorship opportunities this year.  You can now decide exactly what your donation goes 

to.  Want to be one of the companies responsible for giving our Mathletes a T-shirt on competition day?  Or maybe 

sponsor our breakfast stations and make our graders very happy with hot coffee and bagels?  You can even choose to 

send a team to States by sponsoring their registration fees.  See pages 7 and 8 for more information.  Please feel free 

to reach out to me with any questions! 

    Sincerely, 

         

    Keenan D. Sukits, PE 

    President 2018-2019 

    Pittsburgh Chapter – PSPE  
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The Pittsburgh Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

 
Invites all current and prospective members as well as guests to the 

Thursday, October 25, 2018, Meeting 
 

Update on ALCOSAN’s Wet Weather Plan 
– Attendance qualifies as 1.0 PDH –  

 

At the Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania 
337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 

The Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE will proudly sponsor a presentation on an Update of the Allegheny County Sanitary 
Authority’s Wet Weather Plan.  The presenters will be Kim Kennedy, PE, from ALCOSAN and Alex Sciulli, PE, from 
ALEM Consulting, LLC.  

Cocktails – 6:00 pm Social (Cash Bar) 
Dinner – 6:45 pm 

Presentation – 7:30 pm 
 

Dinner Choice: Choose one of the following (if more than one attendee, indicate the number of each choice): 

____ Chicken Rubino, Boneless Chicken Breast topped with Artichoke, Asiago Spread & Melted Provolone 

____ Ribeye Steak with Tomato Basil Bruschetta and Melted Goat Cheese Crumbles 

____ Farfalle Portabella Mushroom with Garlic, Olive Oil, Basil Pesto & Marinara Sauce 
 

Each entrée includes roasted redskin potatoes, mixed vegetables, and cookies and brownies for dessert.  Cost per 
attendee is $38.00 for PSPE members; $43.00 for non-members; and $32.00 for government employees. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT AVAILABLE AT http://pittsburghpe.org/ 

OR you can make your reservation by completing the form below and mailing or faxing it to the Chapter office.  Do 
not email your credit card info; FAX it.  Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this completed 
form, or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check.  See “Payment Options” below.   

 

Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________ 
 

Reservations, including payment, must be received by Noon on Tuesday, October 23, 2018.   
 

Payment Options: 
 

Credit Card: ___ MASTERCARD ___ VISA ____ AMEX 
 

Card Number: __________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code_________ 
 

Name (as it appears on credit card): _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Billing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__ Check enclosed payable to “Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE” & mailed to: Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE 
         337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Phone: 412.261.4300  Fax 412.261.1606  Email: d.teorsky@eswp.com 
 

Cancellations must be received three (3) days prior to the event. 

http://pittsburghpe.org/
mailto:d.teorsky@eswp.com
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State Director’s Report 
Pittsburgh Chapter Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 
 

 

State Board Meeting of September 15, 2018 
 

A. Legislative Update 

1. Changes to the state registration law regarding “design” are being proposed.  This involves what work is 
considered true design and who may perform this work.  House Bill 1106 passed the House and is now in 
the Senate. The language of the bill has been negotiated and resolved with county commissioners.   

B. NSPE  

1. The new membership model will take effect in November 2018.  PSPE adopted the integrated model at its 
May 12 Board Meeting because dues are uniform and allocation of funds to the states will vary based on 
state criteria including membership.  The Board passed a motion to change the PSPE Constitution and Bylaws 
to accommodate the membership model.  A copy of the changes is attached (see following 3 pages). 

2. The 2018 NSPE Conference was held July 18-20 in Las Vegas, NV.  The 2019 Conference is scheduled for July 
17-20 in Kansas City, MO. 

3. The next NSPE Northeast Region Conference will be hosted by PSPE on November 8-10, 2018 in King of 
Prussia. 

C. PSPE 

1. The 2018 PSPE State Conference was held 9/13-14 in Johnstown and was attended by NSPE President 
Michael Aitken, PE as well as approximately 85 other attendees.  A total of 30 technical sessions were 
presented in three tracks, which afforded continuing education units for licensed engineers.  The newly 
elected PSPE officers were installed by Mr. Aitken at the Annual Installation and Awards Banquet Friday, 
September 14.  In addition, the PSPE State Awards were presented to the following: 

 2018 Young Engineer – Frank G. Falzone, PE (Reading Chapter) 
 2018 Engineer of the Year – Joseph F. Maida, PE (Philadelphia Chapter) 
 
The next conference will be held September 19-20, 2019, at the Sands Casino Resort in Bethlehem, PA. 
 

2. The Board tabled a motion until the January 26, 2019, meeting to change the distribution of dues to the 
chapters from monthly to quarterly.  State Directors will provide this information to their respective 
chapters to make them aware of this pending change. 

3. The contract with Wanner and Associates was discussed, and the Board voted to restore compensation to 
previous rates. 

4. The 2018-2019 Proposed Budget was approved. 

5. The next PSPE Board of Directors meeting will be January 26, 2019, at 10 AM in Camp Hill. 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
     Kirk L. Thompson, PE 
     State Director 









 

2019 SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 

The MATHCOUNTS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non‐profit organization 

that provides engaging math programs to U.S. middle school students 

of all ability levels in order to build confidence and improve attitudes 

towards math and problem solving.  With the generous support of all 

MATHCOUNTS sponsors and volunteers, and leadership of the 

National Society of Professional Engineers at the local and state levels, 

MATHCOUNTS is providing today’s students with the foundation for 

success in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 

careers.  

A donation to the MATHCOUNTS Foundation can do so much!  With 

your help, we can help all students – whether they love math or fear it – reach their full potential. Your support matters 

for many reasons; here’s our top 4! 

1. Because MATHCOUNTS helps kids who love math AND kids who fear math. 

 While working together in a supportive environment, students with varying interest and ability levels in 

math participate in positive math experiences. 

2. Because MATHCOUNTS makes an impact at the national level AND at the local level. 

 There are programs in over 7,000 schools and interschool competitions are conducted in every U.S. state 

and territory.  When you support MATHCOUNTS, you’re supporting your friends and neighbors as well as 

preparing the next generation of problem solvers who will one day lead our country. 

3. Because MATHCOUNTS works.  

 MATHCOUNTS builds the critical thinking and problem solving skills necessary for success.  MATHCOUNTS 

alumni are also more likely to continue with science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) with 

3 out of every 4 alumni studying a STEM field in college – nearly three times the national average. 

4. Because a student’s experience in MATHCOUNTS can be transformative. 

 We measure our success not just by our numbers, but also on the personal impact we have on each and 

every participant.  

 

 

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society of 

Professional Engineers (PSPE) coordinates and hosts 

the local competition in February of each year, where 

Mathletes compete to advance to the State 

Competition in Harrisburg in March.  This would not be 

possible without the support of the generous PSPE 

sponsors and volunteers. 

Please refer to the Sponsorship Levels to determine 

what best fits your company (see next page). 



 

2019 SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

 

There are many costs associated with the competition.  This year you can select exactly where you’d like 

your money to go.  But hurry, space is limited.  See the opportunities described below: 

SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

DESCRIPTION  DONATION 

T Shirts 
(3 available) 

 Sponsor the t shirts to be given to each Mathlete and 
coach 

 Premier spot on back of shirt for company logo 
 

$500 

Send a team to States 
(2 available) 

 Sponsor the cost of registration of our winning team at 
the state competition 

 Company information included in personalized letter to 
the members of the winning team informing them that 
their registration has been paid for 

 

$325 

Awards 
(1 available) 

 Sponsor the trophies, certificates, and prizes for our 
Mathletes 

 Have a representative from your company hand out the 
awards on competition day 

 

$300 

Programs 
(1 available) 

 Sponsor the printing of the programs given to all 
Mathletes and spectators with important competition 
day information 

 Premier spot on program for company logo 

$200 

Breakfast Station 
(2 available) 

 Sponsor a breakfast station on competition day 

 Company name and logo featured at either the 
coffee/bagel station for our graders or the 
donut/banana station for our Mathletes 

 

$100 

 

In addition to the amenities described above, all sponsors will receive the following: 

 Company logo featured on the back of the t shirt 

 Company name on the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE website 

 Company name in Pittsburgh MATHCOUNTS program 

 Company logo featured on slide for MATHCOUNTS opening session 

 Company banner (provided by company) displayed on competition day 
 

Please contact Kevin Ferry (KFerry@saiengr.com) to reserve your spot today!  All donations must be received by 

December 1st to be included on the t shirt. 
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The Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE, is very pleased to honor exceptional engineers and an 
outstanding engineering project in the Pittsburgh area at its annual Engineers’ Week 
Banquet.  Our next banquet will be held on Saturday, February 23, 2019, at ESWP. 
 
As the current Hornfeck Award Recipient, I will chair the PSPE Awards Committee, and 
it will be my pleasure to introduce the award winners at the banquet.  To help ensure 
another great banquet, I am asking for your help in choosing award nominees for next 
year.  Up to seven different awards may be presented each year.  You may submit 
nominations for the five awards detailed on the following page. 
 
Please submit nominations to me at jesser@jbfayco.com. 
 
All nominations are due by November 30, 2018.  Please include a description of the 
nominee and a brief write-up of why they are worthy of the award.  The Awards 
Committee will make all final decisions on the award recipients. 
 
The current Awards Committee consists of the five past Hornfeck Award winners: 
 Jason R. Esser – Chair 
 Joseph F. Boward 
 Jennifer Nolan-Kremm 
 James Lombardi 
 Joseph Garlicki 

 
I encourage all members to be and stay actively involved with PSPE at the Chapter level 
and at higher levels.  You may one day be winning one of these awards.  For two out 
of the last four years, the Pittsburgh Chapter Young Engineer of the Year and Nominee 
for State Engineer of the Year both went on to win these awards at the State PSPE 
Level! 
 
Thank you, 
Jason R. Esser, PE 
Phone: 724.265.4600, Ext. 1090 
jesser@jbfayco.com   

Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE 
Call for 2019 Award Nominations! 

mailto:jesser@jbfayco.com
mailto:jesser@jbfayco.com
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Distinguished Service Award 
- Recognizes an individual for outstanding contributions toward the improvement of 

the social, economic, and professional status of the Professional Engineer. 
- It is not necessary for the recipient to be an engineer. 
 

Dedicated Service Award 
- Recognizes continuous years of active participation in, service to, and support of 

the Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE, NSPE, and the engineering profession. 
 

Young Engineer of the Year Award 
- Identifies and recognizes an outstanding engineer no older than 35 by January 1, 

2019. 
- The evaluation criteria include collegiate achievements, professional and technical 

society activities, engineering experience, publications/patents, major engineering 
project achievements, and additional activities such as civic, fraternal, or 
humanitarian endeavors. 

 

Nominee for PSPE State Engineer of the Year Award 
- Nominee for annual state award recognizing continuous years of active 

participation in, service to, and support of the Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE, NSPE, and 
the engineering profession. 

- Also recognizes an outstanding, distinguished engineer not necessarily only for 
his/her work for, or in, PSPE, but for his/her overall activities and achievements 
including occupational and professional achievements, civic, political and 
engineering affairs, and education. 

 

Outstanding Engineering Achievement of the Year Award 
- Recognizes an outstanding engineering project in the Pittsburgh area. 
- Project must be completed or substantially completed during the preceding year. 
 
Nominations will not be taken for the Lawrence W. Hornfeck Award and the Silvio 
Lorenzi President’s Gold Star Award.  The Hornfeck Award recognizes exceptional 
contributions to the Chapter during the preceding year.  The Awards Committee will 
choose the recipient and announce the winner during the banquet.  The Gold Star 
Award recognizes someone who, in fulfilling his/her duties to the Chapter, extended 
outstanding support to the President.  The current Chapter President always chooses 
the recipient.
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PA’s unemployment rate drops 
to 18-year low in August while 
jobs total drops slightly. August 
presented another decent month 

of employment-related figures for Pennsylvania, as it 
appears the Keystone State is starting to benefit from 
the nation’s overall employment improvement. The 
state’s unemployment rate improved from July to 
August, dropping to 4.1 percent, its lowest level since 
July 2000, with 14,000 individuals added to the ranks of 
the employed and 5,000 individuals dropping from the 
jobless rolls, resulting in a net addition of 9,000 
individuals added to the state’s civilian labor force 
(those working or looking for work). Pennsylvania still 
trails the improvements made nationally since August 
2017; the US unemployment rate remained at 3.9 per-
cent in August. 
Federal judge rules unconstitutional PA’s ban on casino 
owner campaign contributions. The Associated Press 
reports US District Judge Sylvia Rambo, in a 31-page 
opinion, has ruled unconstitutional a Pennsylvania law 
that prohibits casino owners and others with a stake in 
the gambling industry from donating to political cam-
paigns in the state.  Rambo said the law is written too 
broadly and violates constitutional protections regard-
ing political association. The AP notes the judge seemed 
to indicate a law with a narrower scope might not run 
afoul of the Constitution.  
PA officials discuss weather event preparedness, 
planning. Noting September is National Preparedness 
Month, Pennsylvania officials recently discussed the 
recent wet weather and its impact on the state, as well 
as how government and private citizens can be better 
prepared for such situations. State Transportation 
Department officials noted there has been more than 
$100 million in flood and landslide damage this year, 
basically equaling the combined damage caused by sim-
ilar events during the prior, roughly, 7-1/2 years. In sev-
eral instances, the damage has occurred in places that 
have never experienced flooding before, with other lo-
cations getting hit repeatedly in a matter of only a few 
weeks. The agency has produced a study identifying 
roadways susceptible to flooding, as well as those areas 
susceptible to future flooding, with the next step being 
to integrate that into the planning process regarding 
road and bridge construction and maintenance, as well 
as potentially moving existing roadways out of flood and 

landslide areas. The Pennsylvania Emergency Manage-
ment Agency reminded all state residents of the 
importance of being prepared for hazardous weather 
events and being smart about how to plan and react to 
such events—while the state Insurance Department 
talked about the importance of flood insurance for any-
one concerned about losing their property to flooding, 
since most property insurance policies don’t cover dam-
age from flooding.  
State funding approved for more than 350 new local 
projects to improve water infrastructure and environ-
mental protection, support public services. Hundreds of 
water infrastructure and environmental protection pro-
jects were approved by the Commonwealth Financing 
Authority for funding Tuesday, with municipalities 
within 56 of the state’s 67 counties to receive money. 
Just under $50 million will be disbursed to 236 municipal 
water and sewer projects in 49 counties. The grants are 
intended to assist municipalities with the construction, 
improvement, expansion, or repair of their water sup-
plies or sanitary sewer systems. Another $16.2 million, 
generated by the Marcellus Shale impact fee, will be dis-
tributed to 123 projects located in 38 counties, with the 
money focused on abandoned mine drainage abate-
ment (1 project - $500,000); flood mitigation (12 pro-
jects - $2,886,069); greenways, trails and recreation (90 
projects - $10,586,673); orphan or abandoned well plug-
ging (1 project - $20,624); sewage facilities (4 projects - 
$231,328); and watershed restoration and protection 
(15 projects - $1,993,662).  
PennDOT will be studying the feasibility of adding pas-
senger rail service in the western part of the state.  The 
passenger rail line would run between Altoona and 
Pittsburgh.  PennDOT plans to reach out to both Norfolk 
Southern Railroad and Amtrak regarding the additional 
service. 
 
Turnpike representatives will be available to provide 
overview of next construction section. 
The Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission (PTC) is moving 
ahead with the next phase of construction of the 
Southern Beltway’s (Toll 576) US Route 22 to Interstate 
79 (I-79) Project. An upcoming community meeting will 
detail the next section of work (55-C2-2) taking place in 
Washington County, which extends approximately one 
mile along I-79 in Cecil Township.  The community meet-
ing was held on October 2.

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__pennshare.maps.arcgis.com_apps_MapSeries_index.html-3Fappid-3D29bf9f06045f47feb9888193674f8a95&d=DwMF-g&c=e9YCrZeX2gI3H6N5EJrCq1a97jZIIvfj5K8OpklUU9A&r=fyzGiEGH-ccI1bbNn_YppR-Y93gO0vHAK7tU971APq8&m=7d0Cu4kEPV5N2ECIfz234_kpZAsDXcFnFuB6Z_SXziI&s=uBebDUYgteJoGclOoneNI_VZrmrV5PrSg0T42lRSjwc&e=
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Keenan Sukits with Mike Howell, 

Presenter 

Keenan presenting President’s Plaque 

to Scott Sukits, Past President 

From September 20 Dinner Meeting 

Attendees 
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REQUEST FOR SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 
Pay your 2019 Dues and 
Become a Sustaining Associate Now 
 

 
Becoming a Sustaining Associate in the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE provides tools to accomplish corporate 
objectives and more.  Through the financial support of our Chapter Sustaining Associates, the Chapter 
is able to continue to provide many services to the Pittsburgh engineering community as well as sponsor 
excellent outreach programs to the students in our area.  It is imperative in today’s world to get and keep 
students interested in the science- and engineering-related fields in middle schools and high schools.  Our 
outreach programs include the Engineering Apprenticeship Program, the Mathcounts Program, and 
participation in several activities at the Carnegie Science Center during National Engineers’ week. 
 
The Pittsburgh Chapter is proud to offer the following advantages and benefits of becoming a Sustaining 
Associate in the Pittsburgh Chapter. 
 

SUSTAINING ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES 
 

 Member firms may provide an article for the newsletter highlighting their firm’s projects, individual 
accomplishments, services, products, or technical capabilities.  The newsletter circulation reaches 
300+ engineers, managers, and company officials and is published on the Chapter website.  

 Member firms may advertise positions available within their firm in the newsletter and on the website 
free-of-charge. 

 Member firms may be listed on the Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE’s Internet Website, free-of-charge.  A 
link to the company’s website can be included. 

 Member firms that employ personnel preparing for the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) 
and Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Examinations are entitled to a 20% discount on the Chapter’s 
review courses for the exams. 

 Representative(s) of member firms are permitted to attend regular Chapter Business Meetings and 
are invited to the Chapter Meetings.  Our Chapter presently offers a minimum of four (4) meetings 
with one (1) qualified PDH for continuing education requirements to maintain a Pennsylvania PE 
license. 

 Member firms are recognized as Sustaining Associates in our PSPE Newsletters and at the Annual 
Engineers’ Week Banquet held each February. 

 
The following are the Sustaining Associates who are paid up through December 2018: 

 
D&D Engineering 
The Gateway Engineers, Inc. 
HDR Engineering, Inc.   
Keystone Consultants, Inc. 

SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
Stantec Architecture and Engineering LLC 
Trumbull Corporation 

 
To become a Sustaining Associate, please complete and return the “Application for Sustaining Associate 
Membership” on the next page.   
 

TO PAY YOUR 2019 DUES, please mail a check for $350 payable to “PSPE 

Pittsburgh Chapter” to PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222.  
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Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

Pittsburgh Chapter 

http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 
Email:  PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org 

 
 

Application for Sustaining Associate Membership in 

The Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers - Pittsburgh Chapter 

Firm Name    

Address    

 City  State   Zip     

Phone Number   (          )  Fax Number (          )   

  Contact Person #1   Contact Person #2 

Name        

Phone #        

Position or Title        

Email Address        

Firm Website    

Firm Description    

    

    

    

Signature     Date   
 
 THANK YOU! 
 

Please enclose check for $350, payable to “PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter.” 
Please print, complete, and return form and check to: 

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers, Pittsburgh Chapter 
337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 
Questions: Call 412.261.4300 or email us at PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org 

http://www.pittsburghpe.org/
mailto:PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
mailto:PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
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Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 

 

2018-2019 CALENDAR 

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Date Time Description Location 

October 25, 2018 
(date has changed) 

Earn 1 PDH by 
attending! 

5:00 pm – Board Meeting 
6:00 pm – Reception 
6:45 pm – Dinner 
7:30 pm – Presentation 

Update on ALCOSAN’s Wet Weather Plan 
Speakers – Kim Kennedy from ALCOSAN 
and Alex Sciulli from ALEM Consulting, 
LLC 

ESWP 

February 9, 2019 Times to be Determined MATHCOUNTS Competition Marshall Middle 
School 

February 23, 2019 6:00 pm National Engineers’ Week Banquet ESWP 

 
 

2018-2019 Chapter Officers 

President – Keenan Sukits, PE Treasurer – Justin Kramm, PE 

President-Elect – Ed Telega, PE Financial Secretary – Vacant 

Vice President – Melissa M. Fontanese, PE Immediate Past President – Scott P. Sukits, PE 

Executive Secretary – Brian Schull, PE  

2016–2020 Chapter Directors 

Angela Mayer, EIT – 2019-2021 Matthew Kusic, PE – 2017-2019 

Brian Krul, PE – 2018-2020  

Chapter Committee Chairs 

Refresher Course – Matthew Kusic, PE Sustaining Associates – Scott P. Sukits, PE 

Young Members – Jason Esser, PE Website Coordinator – Jason Esser, PE 
Future Website Coordinator – ? 

Newsletter – James Lombardi, PE Mathcounts Coordinator – Virginia Dailey, PE 
Future Mathcounts Coordinators – Keenan Sukits, PE, and 
 Kevin Ferry, PE, PTOE 

Apprenticeship – Dave Briskey, PE 

State Officers 
State Secretary – David Briskey, PE State Director – Kirk Thompson, PE 

 
 
 

http://www.pittsburghpe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PSPEpittsburgh/
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