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            April/May 2018 

President’s Message 

 

Dear PSPE and Chapter Members, 

With chapter membership and participation declining, we 
worked hard this year to try some new things to reach new 
members.    We were active on social media and presented 
exciting meeting topics.  Despite these efforts, we failed to 
see many new faces at our meetings.  
 
As my term comes to an end, I’m asking for help from all of 
you.  How can we improve our chapter meetings?  What 
speakers and topics interest you?  Where would you like our 
meetings to be held?  How can we reach the next generation 
of engineers?  We want to hear your ideas! 
 
Below is a link to a survey we would like you to participate in.  Please take a few minutes of your time to 
answer the 6 short questions.  We want to make 2018/2019 the best year yet, and we can’t do that 
without your input.   
 
Please join us on May 31, 2018, for the President’s Reception (a registration form is on page 2) where we 
will review the results and have an open discussion about the upcoming year. 
 
  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8C77MG8 
 
 
And don’t forget to visit and like our page:  https://www.facebook.com/PSPEpittsburgh/. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott P. Sukits, PE 
President 2017-2018 - Pittsburgh Chapter – PSPE 
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The Pittsburgh Chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

 

Invites all current and prospective members as well as guests to the 
Thursday, May 31, 2018, Meeting 

 

Recognition of Apprenticeship Sponsors 
Recognition of Past Presidents and Induction of 2018-2019 Chapter Officers 

 

At the Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania Building 
337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 

On Thursday, May 31, 2018, the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE will be recognizing the generous sponsors of the 
Apprenticeship Program and all past Chapter Presidents, followed by the induction of the 2018-2019 Chapter Officers.  
Without the generosity in time and talent from our Apprenticeship sponsors and their personnel and the wisdom and 
guidance of our Past Presidents, the Chapter would not be able to achieve its goals. 
  

Heavy Hors d’oeuvres in Lieu of Dinner 
 

Hors d’oeuvres and Past Presidents Recognition (Cash Bar) – 6:00 pm Social 
Presentation of Apprenticeship Sponsors – 6:45 pm 

Followed by Induction of Officers by 
PSPE’s State President, Joseph Boward, PE 

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT AVAILABLE AT http://pittsburghpe.org/ 

OR you can make your reservation by completing the form below and mailing or faxing it to the Chapter office.  Do not 

email your credit card info; FAX it.  Payment may be made by calling in your credit card info, faxing this completed form, 
or mailing this form with credit card info or enclosing a check.  See “Payment Options” below.   

 

Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________ 
 

Name: _______________________________Phone/Email: ________________________________ 
 

Reservations, including payment, must be received by Noon on Tuesday, May 29, 2018.   
 
Cost per attendee is $20.00 for PSPE members and their guest; FREE for all PSPE Pittsburgh Chapter Past Presidents 
 
Payment Options: 
 

Credit Card: ___ MASTERCARD ___ VISA ____ AMEX 
 

Card Number: __________________________________ Expiration Date: ___________ CVV Code_________ 
 

Name (as it appears on credit card): _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Billing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__ Check enclosed payable to “Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE” & mailed to: Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE 
         337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
 

Phone: 412.261.4300  Fax 412.261.1606  Email: d.teorsky@eswp.com 
 

Cancellations must be received three (3) days prior to the event. 
 

http://pittsburghpe.org/
mailto:d.teorsky@eswp.com
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Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE 
BALLOT FOR 2018-2019 

 
 
 
 

 PRESIDENT-ELECT .........................................  Ed Telega, PE 
 
 Write-In Candidate .......................................       
 
 
 
 
 VICE PRESIDENT ........................................... Melissa M. Fontanese, PE 
 
 Write-In Candidate .......................................       
 
 
 
 
 DIRECTOR – THREE-YEAR TERM....................  Angela Mayer, PE 
 
 Write-In Candidate .......................................       
 
 
 
 

If you have a Write-In Candidate whom you wish to vote for (and that person has agreed to run for the 
office), please email, fax, or mail (arriving before Wednesday, May 30, 2018) a copy of this ballot to the 
ESWP address:  337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, email: d.teorsky@eswp.com, or fax:  
412.261.1606 no later than 4:00 pm, Tuesday, May 29, 2018.   
 
If no write-in votes are received, the Secretary will cast a ballot to elect the slate of officers shown above 
at our Chapter Meeting on May 31, 2018.  One ballot per PSPE Member only. 

 
 
 
 PSPE MEMBER Name:          
 

 

mailto:d.teorsky@eswp.com
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$37.8M CONTRACT IS AWARDED FOR NEXT SECTION OF SOUTHERN BELTWAY  

• The PA Turnpike Commission awarded a contract to Trumbull Corp. of 
Pittsburgh to build approximately 1.7 miles of the highway between Route 50 and 
the area approaching the interchange with Interstate 79.  Because of the massive amount of 
work involved, the Commission divided the $800 million Southern Beltway project, which will link Route 22 
to 1-79 along the Allegheny-Washington County border, into a series of smaller contracts. 

• 43 residences along Village Lane, a cul-de-sac near the Allegheny County Airport, are among 285 parcels the 
agency is certain it will take. 

• More property acquisitions will be forthcoming over the next five years as final design plans are finalized. 
 
GROUPS ASK U.S. JUDGE TO BLOCK PA TURNPIKE COMMISSION FROM TRANSFERRING MONEY TO PENNDOT 

• Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Association and the National Motorists Association filed a request for 
a preliminary injunction preventing the Commission from transferring funds collected from turnpike tolls to 
PennDOT. 

• Groups arguing that it is unconstitutional for the Commission to follow through on plans to transfer $450 
million in revenue to PennDOT annually. 

• As of January 4, the Associations contend those payments have totaled $5.87 billion. 
 
GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES FUNDS TO INCREASE HIGH-SPEED INTERNET ACCESS IN RURAL AREAS 

• Governor Wolf unveiled a new office to oversee increasing access to high-speed internet, along with up to 
$35 million in financial incentives for private companies to expand broadband access in underserved areas. 

• Funds will augment nearly $2 billion in federal dollars being made available to providers. 
• It is hoped this will help to bring broadband access to 800,000 Pennsylvanians who lack access. 
• One in 10 Americans, or about 23 million people, do not have access to high-speed internet. 
• New office, the Pennsylvania Office of Broadband Initiatives, aims to develop and enact a plan to expand 

high-speed internet access by 2020. 
 
CELL PHONE DRIVING BAN SLATED FOR APRIL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE VOTE FOLLOWING HOUSE HEARING 

• HB 892 would make driving while using a handheld electronic device illegal for any reason. 
• 2012 – state law/drivers can only be prosecuted for texting, but not making a call, while behind the wheel. 
• 2013 – 1,858 citations for texting. 
• 2017 – 5,000 tickets; a 172 percent increase. 
• 47 states ban texting and driving, but only 16 ban all cell phone use. 

 
CITY SLATED TO CONSIDER ONLINE APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES, PERMITS 

• Long-time city code effectively prevents internet-based applications for business licenses, building permits, 
and similar materials available through the Department of Permits, Licenses, and Inspections. 

• Amendments sought by the Department would allow an electronic signature on those documents, enabling 
online applications in addition to those submitted in person and by mail. 

• Other provisions in the legislation would rework some permit fees, in part by moving away from flat charges 
and moving toward a more valuation-based approach. 

• City’s business licensing code has not been rewritten holistically since the early 1980s. 
 
PITTSBURGH AT BOTTOM OF NEW METROPOLITAN GROWTH (G. Scott Thomas, Buffalo Business First) 

• Pittsburgh metro lost 22,924 residents between 2010 through 2017. 
• Estimates from U.S. Census Bureaus (-.97 percent change). 
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Take Action  

 
  

 
Due to a Commonwealth Court ruling, Pennsylvania’s licensing law for professional engineers and land surveyors 
now has a severely narrowed scope of practice. 
 
The case, Davy Resource Group v. State Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and 
Geologists, dealt with the location of telephone poles for a rural electric company.  The Company, better known as 
Davy Tree for its tree trimming business, was cited for performing the location work without any licensed engineers 
or land surveyors involved.  The Registration Board found them in violation of the law. However, Davy prevailed on 
an appeal to the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court.  The most troubling part of this is how the Court reached its 
conclusion. 
 
The Board cited Davy for violating a section of the Registration Act that defines “Engineering Land Surveys.”  The 
practice of “Engineering Land Surveys” is a joint area that may be practiced by both licensed engineers and licensed 
land surveyors.  Because of that, the Court pulled into its reasoning various other parts of the law.  In what can only 
be described as a giant leap beyond the facts of the case, the Court opined that because engineering is defined as 
“the application of the mathematical and physical sciences for the design of public or private building…”, no violation 
of the Act occurred, because the services Davy provided were not in connection with a design.  This tortured 
reasoning gave no consideration to the fact that there are a multitude of activities restricted to licensed engineers 
in Pennsylvania and every other state.  As things stand now, the decision calls into question if just anyone can 
perform a structural inspection, an Environmental Impact Study, or any number of other activities that have 
traditionally been considered the purview of professional engineers. 
 
PSPE and the Pennsylvania Society of Land Surveyors have been working on a solution to the problems caused by 
the decision.  Last year, legislation was introduced to clear up the problems.  House Bill 1106 was introduced in April 
and passed the House in June by a vote of 188-1.  When the bill reached the Senate, concerns were raised by the 
County Commissioners (CC) organization regarding where the practice of land surveying ends and GIS consulting 
begins.  After several months of negotiations, there is agreement on an amendment that satisfies the CC concerns.  
 
However, there remains a problem with moving the bill forward.  Davy engaged a lobbying firm that convinced a 
number of utility companies that the bill creates a problem for them.  This opposition has stalled the bill in the 
Senate Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure committee.  To break the bill loose, we URGENTLY need 
your help. Use the link below to contact your state senator and ask him/her to help to get the bill moving 
immediately.  
 
If House Bill 1106 doesn’t pass, Pennsylvania will have the weakest licensing law in the nation and the public will 
most definitely be put in jeopardy, as well as your practice and standing as a Professional Engineer.  
 
 

Protect the Scope of the PE License 

https://pspe.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=3df959e795&e=776d3ad226
https://pspe.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7657d03b272aff91000443a5b&id=4bf6657dd9&e=776d3ad226
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PPG Site Visit . . . . . by Srilekha Sapram 
 
“On April 3, 2018, I visited a Pittsburgh Plate Glass (PPG) location in Springdale, Pennsylvania; I 
attended it through an Engineering Apprenticeship through the Allegheny Intermediate Unit (AIU). 
Mr. Reyman Branting and Ms. Amy Davis notified me of the opportunity a week before it started. 
To do my due diligence, I researched PPG before the day of the visit, and I learned a multitude of 
things. PPG was founded by Captain John B. Ford and John Pitcairn, and it is known for being a paint 
supplier with headquarters stationed in Pittsburgh but has many locations around the world. 
 
Upon entering, Mr. Joe Szul gave us, the students from a myriad of Western Pennsylvania schools, 
a presentation on PPG and educated us on what PPG was known for. Passionately, he informed us 
that they make coatings for packaging, industrial machines, aerospace, the military, and special 
materials. In particular, the special materials that they make include transition lenses, which 
automatically darken in the sunlight, and the coatings on passports, which make passports more 
durable. Moreover, Mr. Szul informed us of the different parts of paint: resin, solvent, additives, 
pigments, and fillers. Respectfully, each of these parts has a distinct use and function: resin is the 
binder in the paint, solvent adjusts the viscosity, additives deal with paint application and final film 
properties, pigment gives the color, and fillers give the paint its protective qualities. 
 
Following the presentation, we took a tour of the facilities. Adam Zatorsky, one of the engineers at 
PPG, showed us the different mills and what they used to grind down the pigment and mix the 
pigment with the resin. He also showed us some of the labs where the engineers tested and fixed 
the paint to make the final product. Some of the ways that they tested the paint include dent tests 
to make sure that the paint does not chip off if the metal that it is adhering to dents. Monica Nicola, 
another engineer at PPG, showed us the different kinds of grinding media and different parts of the 
machines. She also talked to us about the problems that arise caused by going from a lab scale to 
plant scale. After the tours, we had an activity based on a true event that happened at PPG a few 
years ago. The activity was called an “autopsy” because we looked at an accident that happened, 
and we tried to figure out factors that could have led to the situation. 
 
One of the most beneficial parts of the visit, in my opinion, was the Q&A/discussion at the end. 
There were about eight engineers who graduated from college not too long ago, and they gave us 
a special insight into engineering. They talked about how they chose their field, why they picked the 
college they went to (most of them were Pitt graduates, which is coincidentally also the university I 
want to go to), and their experiences with Co-Ops. This was a great learning opportunity, and I feel 
that I have gained more clarity into what field of engineering I want to pursue. Thank you to PPG 
and AIU for making this possible.” 
  

Engineering Apprenticeship Program 
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University of Pittsburgh School of Engineering Visit . . . . . by Kevin Brown 
 
“The apprenticeship offered to me by the Allegheny Intermediate Unit to learn about engineering 
did a great job at that.  Before I was a part of this, I wanted to learn about the different types of 
engineering available and what they would do.  Because having this apprenticeship as a tool to help 
me, I learned quite a lot about the subject.   
 
I was not able to make it to all of the events either due to schedule conflicts or other events, but 
the ones that I went to I made the most of.  The best one I went to was the tour of the engineering 
school at the University of Pittsburgh.  There I got to talk to many different students and learn from 
their first hand experience.  I was learning from people close to my age, so it definitely helped me 
to learn more.  But I also got to talk to more experienced people, my favorites being the ones that 
help run the events.  From the small talk that I had with them I gained a lot of useful knowledge. 
 
With it being my senior year, I got what I wanted from this program and feel better with myself as I 
go on to the next chapter in my life.  This program could have been better with a clearer schedule 
because for one event it kept switching days, but all in all the apprenticeship was a great thing for 
me to have to help me for other major decisions in my life.  I am very glad to have been given this 
opportunity and will remember it for many years.” 
 
 
 

Members of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society of 
Professional Engineers and guests attended a unique event held on 
April 19, 2018, at ESWP.  Scott Sukits, PE, Pittsburgh PSPE Chapter 
President, welcomed the attendees.  Following the delicious dinner 
provided by ESWP, Mr. Sukits introduced the evening’s guest speaker, 
Mr. Dan Hudock, franchise owner of the Sandler Training Company 
located in Wexford, Pennsylvania.  
 
Mr. Hudock attained a Bachelor’s Degree in Metallurgical Engineering 
from Grove City University as well as a Master’s Degree in Industrial 
Administration from Carnegie Mellon University.  After an early career 
in ferrous metal sales, Mr. Hudock changed course into public 
speaking and training.  During his presentation, Mr. Hudock used 

humor, entertaining stories, and group activities to demonstrate ways to better understand yourself and how 
others perceive you as well as ways to discern more about others and how to better communicate with different 
types of people.  
 
Mr. Hudock identified four basic personality types and helped the audience determine what type(s) best defined 
them.  He also discussed the differing approaches to best communicate with each type of personality and how 
to avoid problems dealing with differing personality types.  The one-hour discussion went by very quickly with 
everyone enjoying themselves and many learning something new about themselves.  

PSPE’s April Dinner Meeting with Speaker Dan Hudock 
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On Saturday, March 24, 2018, two teams from the Pittsburgh Chapter–Marshall Middle School and 
Ingomar Middle School–traveled to Harrisburg to compete in the Pennsylvania State MATHCOUNTS 
competition.  And they didn’t disappoint!  These two schools represented our area well!  Pittsburgh 
had 8 students in the top 40 individuals out of a total of 141 students.  And out of 24 teams from 
across the state, Marshall Middle School placed second and Ingomar Middle School placed fourth.  
Mt. Nittany Middle School from the Central Chapter was the first place team. 
 
The final round of the countdown round was a rematch of the top two Mathletes from our chapter 
competition.  Glen Jiang (Marshall Middle School) battled Xinyang (Alan) Chen (Ingomar Middle 
School) for the top spot in an exciting finish.  Glen was quick to buzz in with the correct answers for 
the first three questions and placed first in the Pennsylvania State Competition.  Both Glen and Alan 
will travel to Washington DC in May with Tony Tzolov (Mt. Nittany Middle School) and Peter Liu 
(Sandy Run Middle School) to represent Pennsylvania in the National MATHCOUNTS Competition.  
We wish these Mathletes the best of luck! 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s competition.  We are already looking forward to 
2019! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Both the FE Review and Civil PE Review courses have been completed for the spring 2018 term.  This 
term, six engineers were enrolled in the FE Review Course and six engineers were enrolled in the 
Civil PE Review Course.   
 
All PE exams were conducted on Friday, April 13, 2018.  The FE exam is no longer given on a fixed 
day as in the past.  Once an engineer is registered for the exam, he/she is free to take the FE exam 
on weekdays throughout the year. 
  

MATHCOUNTS State Competition Update 
 

FE Review and Civil PE Review Courses 
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REQUEST FOR SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 
Pay your 2018 Dues and 

Become a Sustaining Associate Now 
 

 
Becoming a Sustaining Associate in the Pittsburgh Chapter of PSPE provides tools to accomplish corporate 
objectives and more.  Through the financial support of our Chapter Sustaining Associates, the Chapter 
is able to continue to provide many services to the Pittsburgh engineering community as well as sponsor 
excellent outreach programs to the students in our area.  It is imperative in today’s world to get and keep 
students interested in the science- and engineering-related fields in middle schools and high schools.  Our 
outreach programs include the Engineering Apprenticeship Program, the Mathcounts Program, and 
participation in several activities at the Carnegie Science Center during National Engineers’ week. 
 
The Pittsburgh Chapter is proud to offer the following advantages and benefits of becoming a Sustaining 
Associate in the Pittsburgh Chapter. 
 

SUSTAINING ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES 
 

 Member firms may provide an article for the newsletter highlighting their firm’s projects, individual 
accomplishments, services, products, or technical capabilities.  The newsletter circulation reaches 
300+ engineers, managers, and company officials and is published on the Chapter website.  

 Member firms may advertise positions available within their firm in the newsletter and on the website 
free-of-charge. 

 Member firms may be listed on the Pittsburgh Chapter, PSPE’s Internet Website, free-of-charge.  A 
link to the company’s website can be included. 

 Member firms that employ personnel preparing for the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) 
and Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) Examinations are entitled to a 20% discount on the Chapter’s 
review courses for the exams. 

 Representative(s) of member firms are permitted to attend regular Chapter Business Meetings and 
are invited to the Chapter Meetings.  Our Chapter presently offers a minimum of four (4) meetings 
with one (1) qualified PDH for continuing education requirements to maintain a Pennsylvania PE 
license. 

 Member firms are recognized as Sustaining Associates in our PSPE Newsletters and at the Annual 
Engineers’ Week Banquet held each February. 

 
The following are the Sustaining Associates who were paid up through December 2018: 

 
D&D Engineering 
The Gateway Engineers, Inc. 
HDR Engineering, Inc.   
Keystone Consultants, Inc. 

SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc. 
Stantec Architecture and Engineering LLC 
Trumbull Corporation 

 
To become a Sustaining Associate, please complete and return the “Application for Sustaining Associate 
Membership” on the next page.   
 

TO PAY YOUR 2018 DUES, please mail a check for $350 payable to “PSPE 

Pittsburgh Chapter” to PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter, 337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 
15222.  
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Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 

Pittsburgh Chapter 

http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 
Email:  PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org 

 
 

Application for Sustaining Associate Membership in 

The Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers - Pittsburgh Chapter 

Firm Name    

Address    

 City  State   Zip     

Phone Number   (          )  Fax Number (          )   

  Contact Person #1   Contact Person #2 

Name        

Phone #        

Position or Title        

Email Address        

Firm Website    

Firm Description    

    

    

    

Signature     Date   
 
 THANK YOU! 
 

Please enclose check for $350, payable to “PSPE, Pittsburgh Chapter.” 
Please print, complete, and return form and check to: 

Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers, Pittsburgh Chapter 
337 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

 
Questions: Call 412.261.4300 or email us at PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org 

 

http://www.pittsburghpe.org/
mailto:PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
mailto:PSPE@PittsburghPE.Org
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Pittsburgh Chapter PSPE – http://www.PittsburghPE.Org 

 

 

2018 CALENDAR 

MEMBERSHIP EVENTS & MEETINGS 
Date Time Description Location 

May 31, 2018 5:00 pm – Board Meeting 
6:00 pm – Reception with 
Hors d’oeuvres 

Presidents’ Reception 
Recognition of Apprenticeship Sponsors 
Induction of New Officers 

ESWP 

September 12-15, 2018 TBD PSPE 2018 State Conference Holiday Inn – 
Johnstown, PA 

 
 
 
 

2017-2018 Chapter Officers 

President – Scott P. Sukits, PE Executive Secretary – Brian Schull, PE 

President-Elect – Keenan Sukits, PE Treasurer – Jessica Plugge, EIT 

Vice President – Ed Telega, PE Financial Secretary – Reyman Branting, PE 

 Immediate Past President – Jason Esser, PE 

2016–2020 Chapter Directors 

Melissa M. Fontanese, PE – 2016-2018 Brian Krul, PE – 2018-2020 

Matthew Kusic, PE – 2017-2019  

Chapter Committee Chairs 

Refresher Course – Matthew Kusic, PE Sustaining Associates – Scott P. Sukits, PE 

Young Members – Jason Esser, PE Website Coordinator – Jason Esser, PE 

Newsletter – James Lombardi, PE Mathcounts Coordinator – Virginia Dailey, PE 
Future Mathcounts Coordinators – Keenan Sukits, PE, and 
 Kevin Ferry, PE, PTOE 

Apprenticeship – Reyman Branting, PE/Dave Briskey, PE 

State Officers 
State Secretary – David Briskey, PE State Director – Kirk Thompson, PE 

 
 
 

http://www.pittsburghpe.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PSPEpittsburgh/
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